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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026W 

130050 

O 131110ZMAR76 

EM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8527 

SECRET ADDIS ABABA 3145 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS PFOR ET US 

SUBJ PEACE LION DELIVERY 

REE: STATE 059342 

HAVING RECEIVED A NUMBER OF INQUIRIES REQUESTING CONFIRMATION OF DATE 
FOR DELIVERY OF F-5E'S, AMB YESTERDAY AUTHORIZED ACTING CHMAAG 
COL FISK TO INFORM DEFMIN OF DELAY, USING LANGUAGE PARA 2 REFTEL. 

MAAG AIR SECTION ALSO AUTHORIZED TO INFORM ETH AIR FORCE CONTACTS, 
USING SAME LANGUAGE. 

ETHIOPIAN REACTION INITIALLY CALM, WITH DEEMIN SAYING HE WOULD 
ASK ETH EMBASSY WASH TO INQUIRE REASON FOR DELAY. WE NOW LEARN 
THAT DEEMIN HAS BECOME VERY UPSET AND HAS TOLD INTERMEDIATE 
ETHIOPIAN SOURCE THAT DIRG WILL CERTAINLY MISUNDERSTAND, AND WILL 
ASCRIBE VARIOUS MALIGN POLITICAL MOTIVES TO USG, WITH UNPREDICTABLE 
CONSEQUENCES. DEFMIN REPORTEDLY THINKS THAT AMB NOT MAAG SHOULD 
CONVEY SUCH MESSAGES, AND THAT UNLESS SATISFACTORY REASON FOR DELAY 
IS EXPLAINED, DEFMIN WILL PROCEED TUBS MARCH 16 TO INSTITUTE 
PLANNED EXTRAORDINARY SECURITY 

MEASURES AT AIRPORT FOR RECEIPT OP C-5, INCLUDING CANCELLATION 
INTERNATIONAL PLIGHTS. BELIEVE THIS IS EMPTY THREAT DESIGNED TO 
PRESSURE USG FOR EXPLANATION. HOWEVER AMB HAS PHONED FONMIN KIFLE 
TODAY AND GIVEN HIM SAME LANGUAGE PARA 2 REFTEL. KIFLE WAS AWARE OF 
NEWS OF DELAY, AND HE SAID ONLY THAT ETH EMBASSY WASH WAS SEEKING 
EXPLANATION. WE WILL CHECK MONDAY TO BE SURE DEFMIN DOES NOT CARRY 
OUT AIRPORT MEASURES TUBS. 
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COMMENT: (1) EPMG MAY BE AWARE THAT USG HS NOT YET REQUESTED 
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OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES, WHICH IN CASE OE EGYPT IS KNOWN TO TAKE ABOUT 
TWO WEEKS ADVANCE NOTICE. THUS EPMG MAY DISCOVER DECISION TO DELAY 
WAS TAKEN SOME TIME BEEORE NOTIEICATION TO EPMG YESTERDAY. 

(2) AGE AND SPARES EOR E-5E'S HAVE NOT ARRIVED ADDIS, AND ARE 

JUST NOW BEING DELIVERED TO EPMG FREIGHT EORWARDER IN US. PERHAPS 
WASH CAN THINK OP WAY TO USE THIS FACT AS EXPLANATION, CITING 
CONGRESSIONAL INSISTENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS NOT BE DELIVERED UNTIL 
COUNTRIES ARE READY TO RECEIVE THEM. IF THIS IS TRIED, WOULD REMIND 
DEPT THAT EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES WILL HAVE TO BE TAKEN 
TO ENSURE THAT ETHIOPIAN DATT AND/OR EPMG IN WASH HEARS ONLY THAT 
OPFICIAL LINE. 

(3) PIRST OP TWO LONG-AWAITED TPS-43 RADARS ARRIVES IN A FEW DAYS, 
WHICH MAY HAVE SOME (BUT NOT MUCH) CALMING EPPECT ON SUSIPICIOUS 
ETHIOPIANS. 

HUMMEL 
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